Psychological assessment of the prosthodontic patient before treatment.
Treating the patient requiring a prosthesis is one of the most challenging and demanding aspects of dentistry. Assessing and coping with the psyche of a patient is extremely complex. We must remember the adage , "Never treat a stranger," Ramsey states: "Prior to planning treatment, the dentist should realize three objectives: (1) An understanding of the biologic and mechanical aspects of the patient's problem, (2) an insight into the general mental and physical health of the patient, and (3) an awareness of specific emotional problems which may relate to the dental situation.